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From the Principal:
Swim Carnival
I would like to thank all our students, staff and families who attended our first 
whole school sport carnival. It was wonderful to see all our students in either 
house colours or their sports uniform showing a real connectedness to our 
College.

Students participated in a range of events either in the main pool, small pool or 
slide pool. The Water Volleyball was certainly a major success. On the side lines 
there were best dressed competitions as well as a sausage sizzle fund raiser for 
our Volleyball and Sport Aerobics teams. 

I would like to congratulate all our students who participated in events and 
especially those who have won through to the College Swim Team and will be 
competing in the Interschool competition. Good luck with your training.

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences
Our Parent teacher conferences will be held on the 28th and 29th March this 
term. This is an excellent way to meet your child’s teachers and discuss your 
child’s learning behaviours, learning growth and goals for Term 2. Please don’t 
miss this opportunity to support your child’s learning growth and make sure you 
book appointments. Please contact the College main office if you are unsure how 
to book appointments.

Open Discovery Night
Every year we hold an annual Open night for all our families and for all our 
prospective families in our Primary Schools. This year is no different and we are 
planning and looking forwards to this event. Please make a date in your calendar 
to come along to this evening on Wednesday 18th April. 

State Champion
For those of you who haven’t seen our Facebook 
Page. I would like to congratulate Kiara who won 
the Victorian Junior U14 800mtr race. This is a 
fantastic achievement, and she will be representing 
the State at the National Championships held in 
Sydney in the upcoming weeks. On behalf of our 
College community I would like to wish her all the 
best. 
Japanese Sister School Opportunities
Towards the end of this term we have our visitors 
from our sister school in Japan coming to stay with 
us. This is a fabulous opportunity to learn about a 
different culture first hand as well as an opportunity 
for our students to develop their Japanese language skills. There is still one space 
for a family to host a student from Japan. If any families are willing to host a 
student and support our program can you please contact either the College main 
office or Mr Kawakami our head of Japanese here at the College.



Assistant Principals’ Report
It has been very pleasing to see the amount of green chronicle posts that Junior School students are receiving. Staff like to 
acknowledge positive attitudes and the conscientious effort of their students. As I enter many classrooms it is easy to see 
those students who are making the most of their opportunities and receiving a green chronicle is a small way to show our 
appreciation. Parents can view these green chronicle posts by logging onto Compass. If there is a problem with the parent 
password, please contact the College to have this attended to.

There has been a focus on students maintaining positive and respectful relationships with their fellow students and their 
teachers. Once again I am very pleased to see so many of our students displaying this every day. It helps everyone feel 
welcome and encourages students to actively seek help both in and out of the classroom. As a community it would be 
great if these messages can also be supported at home, we have some great kids here and it is through this ongoing 
communication that the entire College community will continue to be strengthened.

Student Leadership
Our SRC (Student Representative Council) met for the first time last week discussing the role they will play in student 
leadership within the college as well as their leadership in the community and beyond. Our SRC is made up of our Year 
Level leaders, Captains and Year 7 scholars.  I would like to announce and officially welcome our 2018 SRC team

Year 7 scholars: Jaicob Barrot, Kayleigh Dyas Palmer, Galaxy Lay, Kiara Flavel and Christian Stammer.
Year 7 Leaders: Kayleigh Dyas Palmer, Beau Reaby, Nikita Hoseman and Tahlia Waller
Year 8 Leaders: Ruby Pugh, Michael Dance, Emily Tilson and Charlie Tjepkema
Year 9 Leaders: Ashlee Bowden, Jasmine Knight, Joel Hudson and Lillie Westaway
Year 10 Leaders: Jess Vansteyn, Nikki Usatov, Jazmine Dewar
Year 11 Leaders: Lucas Kocenda, Jillian Doughty and Midas Van Den Bos
Year 12 College Vice Captains: Jay Williams and Monica Innes
Year 12 College Captains: Marley Gusts and Sean Duguid.

The team will discuss and select one charity they wish to support throughout the year as well as work with all our students 
to discuss, raise funds and develop student led projects for all our students. The SRC this year also have three sub projects 
they will be working on throughout the year and will be seeking your support soon. Project 1: Reducing litter in our 
environment, Project 2: Developing strategies to reduce student anxiety and increase resilience, Project 3: Supporting 
students affected by poverty in Fiji due to Cyclone Winston that wiped out whole communities on islands off the mainland.

Due to the strong voice and success our students leaders have had at the Vic SRC awards over the last two years, this 
year the VIC SRC training was held here at ESC this week. This was an amazing opportunity for our student leaders to 
develop their leadership skills, meet other students leaders and develop action plans to continue to see our college grow 
and develop for our students. On Monday morning we saw a range of young leaders come from Primary schools, and on 
Friday we saw all our Secondary school peers come. Lily Bennetts, Jasmine Knight, Joel Hudson and Lillie Westaway all 
had the opportunity to learn from the leaders all about student voice and student leadership.

Student absences
I would like to remind all our families that if their child is sick or ill at school they should report to the front office where 
our First Aid staff can then support them. Due to legal changes we can no longer supply Panadol or oral medication, but 
students can bring Panadol and medication to the main office with a note from home should they need it. 

If your child is absent from school we ask that parents either call the office or log the absence on Compass. Whilst 
absences are at times unavoidable, it is important to actively attend school to maximize student’s opportunities to learn and 
grow.

School Council
This week we closed our official 2017 School Council. There are some openings for our parents to join School Council. 
Please collect a nomination form from the front office and return it before the 9th March. Thank you to parents who have 
already handed in forms.

School Council is an excellent way to support the continued development of our College joining the overall council as 
well as one of the many sub committees responsible for Buildings and Grounds, raising funds and promoting the College 
within the community. I would like to encourage you all to consider being part of School Council to support our continued 
development and growth.

Parents/Visitors on School Grounds
A reminder that all visitors and parents must report to the front office before going to locker bays or staff offices. This is 
to ensure the safety of all our students and staff.
Jodie Doble - Principal 



Buildings and Grounds update
Building works have continued on the E Block roof by McCormack. Roofing sheets and window fittings have been 
replaced to fix leaks and interior works are now being attended to. This will improve the safety of our Science rooms and 
allow our students and staff to continue improving the learning outcomes through practical work. Our College library is 
nearing completion as well with some minor cosmetic changes and furniture to be installed. Watching this project evolve 
has been very interesting and I hope that students appreciate the space when it officially opens in the coming weeks. 

I received a call earlier this week from Asbestos Reform advising me that they will be attending the College in the 
holidays to remove the remaining asbestos from the College. With only 6 items either containing or suspected to contain 
asbestos left in the College I am very happy to report that these will all be removed at this time. Once this has been 
completed I will be inviting Coffey Environments Australia to return to the College to conduct another Asbestos Materials 
Assessment to ensure that there is no further asbestos in the College and to provide us with clearance documentation. This 
will ensure that the safety of our students and staff will be maintained during ongoing maintenance works and these can be 
conducted safely during school times.

We will be looking at areas of the College that require some attention and arranging working bees in the near future. If 
you are able to spend some time helping with any of these projects it would be much appreciated. Stay tuned for more 
information.
Jonathon Rogers - Assistant Principal 

Senior School
We recently held our VCE Information Evening for students and families in Year 12, and also a Study Skills Parent 
Information Evening by Elevate Education. Thank you to Mr Nicholas and Mr Smith for organising and running these 
events. Families learned about how to succeed at VCE and how to best support their children. 

It was also great to see our Yr 12s and their commitment to costumes for the Swimming Sports. The creativity and 
imagination of the students is fantastic - I think my favourite were the oompa loompas! 

We also had the first of our Retreat Days for Yr 12 students with a focus on ‘Personal Best and Managing Stress’. The 
time was a great success and huge thanks to Ms Moran for organising the Retreat Days. 

 In the Senior School we are moving in to our first round of SAC assessments (School Assessed Coursework).It is 
essential that students prepare fully for these, and take on board teacher feedback to continually improve their learning. 

Student of the Cycle - Ella Gerenscer
Ella has made an outstanding start to the year and demonstrated great sucess in the areas of Maths and 
Health & Human Development.  Her contributions in the classroom and work ethic reflects her strong 
sense of purpose and drive. Ella was also actively involved in our recent Swimming Sports Carnival.  
Congratulations on a fantastic start to the year Ella!  Keep up the good work.

Estelle Alder - Assistant Principal 



CREATIVE SHOWCASE
Congratulations to last year’s Year 12 Studio Arts students who were invited to 
exhibit in the VCE Creative Showcase Exhibition at Burrinja Gallery. Every year The 
Yarra Ranges Council holds two exhibitions featuring the creative talents of senior 
Art and Studio Art students from across the region. VCE Creative Showcase is an 
annual celebration of our emerging artists and their work. 

These exhibitions deliver a diverse and exciting collection of works by our most 
inspiring emerging artists. So well done Aleasha Garnham, Caitlin Liston and Nathan 
Graham for being invited to exhibit. Aleasha also opened the exhibition with a very 
honest and moving speech about her journey through Year 12. 

The Burrinja exhibition will run until March 18th.
Cindy Mikieciuk, Art Domain Leader

Year 12 Retreat Day #1 – Personal Best and Managing Stress
This week, Year 12 PASE sessions, and period 3 & 4 on Tuesday, were 
devoted to strategies to help students cope with stress during their Year 12 
studies.

In PASE, students spent time with their home group teachers discussing 
the impact that stress can have on physical and emotional wellbeing. At 
the same time, students were encouraged to accept stress is a normal part 
of the Year 12 experience and that the stress is temporary. At the end of the 
day, taking action is often the best way to reduce the impact stress has on 
their lives and improve their ability to cope with it. Actions such as staying 
on top of course requirements, planning for the busy times to manage 
commitments, communicating with teachers and taking time to exercise 
and relax to look after their physical wellbeing, as well.

The retreat sessions in period 3 & 4 on Tuesday gave students the 
opportunity to select from activities on offer including guided relaxation 
massage, meditation & yoga, outdoor circuit training and a walk at Emerald 
Lake Park. It was great to see students involving themselves and learning 
about the ways physical and relaxation activities can improve our 
ability to cope with stress, the influence such activities have on 
reducing the likelihood and symptoms of depression and anxiety 
disorders, as well as enjoying a common experience together.

We now look forward to our Term 2 Retreat Day on the 23rd 
April, where the focus shifts to teamwork, persistence and 
resilience. We will travel to the Summit Adventure Park for some 
physical team challenges – prepare to get filthy!!!
Tanya Moran - Year 12 Coordinator



Quicksmart Mathematics Program

In March, we will be re-introducing Quicksmart Mathematics 
Program. This program was run at Emerald Secondary until 
2012 with great success. The QuickSmart mathematics lessons 
begin with a review of the focus facts, starting with those 
already known, and move on to those yet to be remembered. 
Teacher-led discussion and questioning about the relationship 
between number facts and ways to recall them merge into 
simple mathematics fact practice activities.

Enrichment Activities
Students in Years 7-10 spend 2 periods each week developing 
their critical thinking, problem solving and reasoning skills. 
The tasks are designed with a low floor, high ceiling. This 
means that students of all abilities can access the tasks. 
Students will be writing in a reflection journal after these 
tasks to reflect on what they have learnt about themselves as a 
Mathematics learner. 

Upcoming Pi Day 14th March

Pi Day is an annual celebration of the mathematical constant . 
Pi Day is observed on March 14th since 3, 1, and 4 are the first 
3 significant digits of . The  symbol represents a constant – the 
ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter - which 
is approximately 3.14159……..  There will be lots of fun 
activities happening on this day.

Maths Competition 9th August

This year, Emerald Secondary College will be running an 
Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC). Students in 
Years 7-12 will be invited to be part of the competition. 
Students are asked to solve 30 problems in 75 minutes. The 
problems are designed to test mathematical thinking, and 
questions get more difficult throughout the competition. 

Mathematics Olympiad

Students in Years 7-8 of the SEAL program will be part of the 
Maths Olympiad which is a problem solving competition for 
high achieving students. There are five dates that students will 
sit a test of 5 questions in a time limit of 30 minutes. 

Mathspace 

We are very excited to introduce a new program to Emerald 
Secondary this year. Mathspace is a program with mathematics 
curriculum from Grade 3 to Year 12. This is another way 
that we are differentiating to provide for students of all 

Mathematics at Emerald Secondary College
This year at Emerald Secondary, we have changed the way Maths is being taught in the classroom. We are now using Oxford 
textbooks and providing a variety of differentiated learning to suit student abilities. There is also a modified Maths program that 
was offered to some students as part of a Maths Intervention Program. Some students will also be selected to be part of a Maths 
Extension program.

District Champions - Year 7 Boys Cricket (Super 8’s)
Congratulations to the Year 7 Boys Cricket team of Jackson Acott, Alexander Barbour, Jaicob Barrot, Mathew Candy, 
Harry Closter, Nicky Closter, Oscar Dempsey, Kai Hughes, Jake Russell, Noah Van Haren and Liam Waddell. The boys 
competed on Tuesday in the district competition against Lilydale, 
Monbulk, Upper Yarra and Lilydale Heights and ran out overall 
winners. Whist batting big hits were the order of the day with the boys 
enjoying hitting to and OVER the short boundries. When bowling the 
wickets were often flying from accurate bowling or throws from the 
outfield. 

The boys certainly enjoyed the format of 8 per side with 8 over games 
– 1 over per player when bowling and batting in pairs for 2 overs (5 run 
penalty for going out!). The sportsmanship and support of all players 
(even if they made a mistake!) on the day was fantastic to see and hear.

Well Done Boys and good luck in the next round.
Shane Closter - Cricket Coach



Don’t get triggered, life’s LIT!

I thought I would use the Swimming Sports as an opportunity to get the low-down on our students’ vernacular. What 
better way is there but to catch them out while we are ALL in casual attire and can go incognito? 

Plan A
Weave in and out of groups and listen to their various conversations. I would nod and smile and somehow work out their 
lingo by listening and attempting to use it in chats. I would be one of them. 

I was unsuccessful.

Somehow, they knew it was me. 

They saw me coming a mile away. As soon as I commando rolled into their group, wearing my all vibrant yellow outfit, 
they would shut down their dialogue and just stare at me in a confused manner. 

I admit. It was a bad technique. 

Plan B
Put an iPhone in their direction and ask them questions. Genius! 

It worked, and this is what I discovered.

The new terms stem from materialist items or violent connotations. ‘Gucci’ has obviously come from the Italian fashion 
line. However, words like ‘slaying’ and ‘triggered’ seem to evolve from violence. Although ‘slaying’ has a positive 
meaning it derives from quite a vicious act. ‘Triggered’ has less than ideal imagery, especially with the latest mass gun 
shootings in America. 

I have to say, I am not surprised that students are using unsettling terms to describe innocent moments in life. I am not 
surprised students are using materialistic brands to describe situations. We know our society is becoming more and more 
desensitised to violence and more exposed to labels. We know we are open to more horrific stories via social media, 
movies, and gaming. We are intrinsic consumers, and we expect and demand a better product as soon as the first one has 
launched. 

The phrases our students are using are clever and creative 
and we shouldn’t be ‘triggered’ by them. Shakespeare 
created phrases to create imagery of the moment; his 
audience could immediately connect because they were 
relevant and related to their lifestyle.

It is what it is. It’s ‘Lit Fam’. No need to be ‘shook’ about 
it. Just get with it and connect.

To see the words in action and their definitions, go see the 
Swimming Sports interview on the Emerald Secondary 
College website under Learning Programs; Literacy.

https://www.emeraldsc.vic.edu.au/curriculum/literacy/
Claire Hanley - Whole School Literacy Leader

abilities. More information is in the letter being sent with the 
Newsletter.

Mathematics – Your Turn! Problem Solving Activity 1. 
Can you Use Four 4’s only and and any numerical operation to 
produce all the numbers between 1 and 20. 
For example, the last one has been done for you: 4 X 4 + 4 = 
20

1.				    2. 
3. 				    4. 

5. 				    6, 
7. 				    8. 
9. 				    10. 
11. 				    12. 
13. 				    14. 
15. 				    16. 
17. 				    18. 
19. 				    20. 	 4 X 4 + 4
Michelle Galli - Mathematics Domain and Whole School 
Numeracy Leader



ESC SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2018



FARM SCHOOL
This year in the Junior School we have continued our partnership with two local Secondary Schools, Upwey High School 
and Sherbrooke Secondary College, in order to provide hands on education at an alternate local based education setting. 
This partnership provides an opportunity for many of our students to connect further with their learning at a local farm 
in Woori Yallock. The farm is located at the site of the original Woori Yallock Primary School that was converted into an 
educational farm setting in 1990.  

Farm School provides Personal Development and Leadership Programs for secondary students. Students that participate 
in the program cover some of the following topics:

•	 Building connections to their school and local community
•	 Increasing their understanding of the natural environment and our past, including our indigenous community
•	 Developing positive peer networks
•	 Increasing their confidence and self-awareness

Most excitingly, students this year are completing their Certificate 1 in Conservation and Land Management. This 
nationally recognised course provides opportunities that can lead to future vocational training in the areas of land 
management and/or agriculture, viticulture and horticulture. However, past students have also used the course as a 
pathway into a diverse range of areas including carpentry, building and mechanics.

Aaron Liversidge (Yr 8), Luke Pettigrew (Yr 8), Declan Marr Reid (Yr 9) and Dylan Pilcher Crowe (Yr 9) have all been 
enjoying Farm school so far this year. Last week they spent the day at Kilkunda Beach for a field trip.  They explored a 
range of sites that were rich in cultural history, including remnants of the old coal mining industry that Kilcunda is famous 
for, as well as some sites that were very important to the Indigenous people of the area. This week students also spent time 
at Healesville Sanctuary, learning about the koala leaf plantation, as the Sanctuary actually source leaves from the Farm 
School a few times a year.
Minna Kanoa - Junior School Leader
  



Parent Teacher Interviews
This year our Parent Teacher Interviews will occur across 2 days to assist families in booking in appointments with their 
children’s teachers. Interviews are 7 minutes long, and we ask that you are prompt to your appointment to make the most 
of the allocated time with your child’s teacher.

Bookings are made through Compass, and you will be sent a notification when bookings are open.

Wednesday 28th March 4pm – 7pm
Thursday 29th March 9.30am – 2pm

There are no scheduled classes on Thursday 29th March as students are required at any booked interviews.

Wanted - Woven Plastic Feed Bags 
Do you have any woven plastic feed bags, especially chook feed bags?  If so, 
can you please bring them to the school.  They will be used for recycling in 
Textiles classes. 
Lisa Barstow - Textiles Teacher

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Host Families for Japanese Students
We will be hosting students from our sister school in Japan, Mimasaka Senior High School this month from Thursday 
15th until Friday 30th March and we are in need of one more family who can host a female student during their stay. 
Please contact Mr Kawakami or send your child to his office in G Block to get more information if you can support our 
exchange program.
Daisuke Kawakami - Languages Coordinator

Hills Physiotherapy @ ESC
Hills Physiotherapy are proud to once again be involved with ESC, taking bookings 
on Tuesday afternoons within school grounds (at the Inclusion and Learning Centre). 
Bookings can be made at the centre, or by letting Principal Doble know about your child’s 
needs. This is available for both those who HAVE funding for therapies / special needs, 
and private patients (at normal physiotherapy rates, Hicaps available on site). 

Ben Jones is taking over from Nikki McRae, who is on leave until later in the year. Ben 
is a passionate sports person, having played high level tennis, a lovely person who relates 
brilliantly to students, and a local (having grown up in Upwey). 

Bookings through the centre, the Principal, or online at hillsphysiotherapy.com.au/
bookonline
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Girls Football

Emerald Junior Football Club are seeking expression of interest to field an under 14  and under 16 girls teams. We 
are still seeking a coach for the under 16 girls team.

Mark Goodyear (President)
0425346949



 



EMERALD LAKRS 
BASKETBALL CLUB 

WINTER 
REGISTRATION 

 March 

Mon 19th - Tues 20th - Wed 21st
EPS Basketball Stadium 
2 Heroes Ave, Emerald


